
THE BEAR AND THE HARE 

Once upon a time Hare and Bear lived in a deserted place. Hare was very scared 
of old Bear, and fearing that one day Bear would eat him, he thought it would be 
better if he could find a way to drive Bear away to another place. 

One day Hare attached a paper flag to the head of a stalk of broom grass and 
went. On the road he met Bear and was really scared. But no matter how scared 
he was in his heart, he did not show it, and asked, “Hey! Big Belly Short Tail. 
Where are you going?” 

Bear saw it was Hare and asked back, “Well, Stub-tail, where are you 
running?” 

Hare, putting on airs, bragged, “According to the emperor’s command, I have 
to look for 108 bear skins. I’m still one short, so I’m going to look for it.”  

Again he said to old Bear, “Hey! If I look at it, you—Big Belly Short Tail, you 
aimlessly wander around a lot, and I, Stub-tail, am really ferocious.  If we fought 
one day, the dust from our fighting would fill this valley.” 

Friends, if you look at this, even though you may be afraid like this, depending 
on how arrogant you are, you can make others fear you. Hare was not only 
intelligent, but does it not best exemplify such ‘intelligence’ in social life? 

—'Brug bha, Qinghai Folk Literature 1, 1987 
 


